NON-INTERVENTION
concerned to keep itself in existence. This not inconsider-
able feat it performed, in the teeth of intervention before
which a feebler Committee would have faltered, and
probably collapsed. Though it cannot be said to have
appreciably diminished the number of foreigners who par-
ticipated in the Civil War, or the amount of war material
sent into Spain, it devised, got unanimously approved, and
provided personnel for, an ingenious system of coastal and
frontier supervision, and obtained at various times from all
the Governments concerned assurances that they would pro-
hibit the departure of any of their Nationals who intended
to serve with General Franco or the International Brigade.
Though the war was long, the Non-Intervention Com-
mittee was longer; when it met for the last time, Madrid
had fallen to General Franco, Pasionara vanished, Inter-
national Brigade been disbanded, and even Mr. Heming-
way and Mr. Ralph Bates departed to seek elsewhere
material for stories and films of life in the raw. At its last
meeting, the twenty-seven non-intervening Governments
were solemnly released from the various undertakings they
had given, but mostly not observed;x the question of unpaid
monetary contributions was considered, and a share-out of
remaining cash planned. Despite so innocuous an agenda,
even on this occasion its proceedings were not quite un-
ruffled. The fact that Albania's arrears had been written
off as irrecoverable, on the reasonable ground that its
Government, having been put to flight by Italian troops, no
longer existed, evoked a strong protest from the Italian
delegate, who indignantly insisted both on the continued
existence of the Albanian Government, and on its readiness
to pay its way as a non-intervener.
1 Ceremonial welcomes were arranged in Rome and Berlin for the Italian
and German troops who fought in Spain, and both Mussolini and Hitler,
in the speeches they made on these occasions, ridiculed the Non-Intervention
Committee and boasted of how they had ignored its agreements. Perhaps
the German attitude to the Civil War was best expressed by a German
who remarked to Miss Nora Wain (see Reaching for the Stars') that it was
* better than manoeuvres'. According to Mr. G. T. Garratt, the German
Government, while sending "troops to fight for General Franco, aimed at
protracting the conflict by also providing the Republican side with a certain
amount of war material.
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